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Summary 

With the Telecoms Package and the Telecom Single Market Regulation, two policies which 

successively strengthened net neutrality were enacted at the European level between 2005 and 

2016. This book comparatively analyses the pathways to policy change in net neutrality at the 

EU level. At the same time, it traces the establishment of the subsystem of net neutrality over 

time and provides a comprehensive mapping of all actors and positions involved in the context 

of the policy fields of EU telecommunications and internet policy. Using the Advocacy 

Coalition Approach (ACF) and a combination of methods, including process analysis and 

discourse network analysis, the change in EU politics can be determined via a combination of 

paths: In both cases, policy change within the policy problem of net neutrality was favoured 

through different ways of supporter mobilization, subsystem and coalition changes as well as 

policy learning and brokers as intermediary actors. 

Technical Annex 

There is a Technical Annex available to the above-mentioned book with additional tables and 

figures under: 

https://doi.org/10.25625/C0PUGC 

 

Suggested Citation for the Technical Annex: 
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https://doi.org/10.25625/C0PUGC
https://doi.org/10.25625/C0PUGC


2 

 

Outline 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Problem formulation and research question 

1.2 Net Neutrality in the centre of research 

1.3 Outline of the study 

2. The ACF lense for the analysis of Net Neutrality 

2.1 Foundations and conditions of the ACF 

2.2 Policy change in the ACF and its pathways 

3. Policy making on European level 

3.1 Ordinary legislative procedures and their actors 

3.2 Open consultations and their actors 

4. Starting points and hypotheses on policy change in Net Neutrality on EU level 

5. Net Neutrality in the context of telecommunications and internet policy 

5.1 The Net Neutrality concept and its technical aspects 

5.2 Arguments on technical aspects and overarching topics of Net Neutrality 

6. Telecoms Package and TSM Regulation as policies on net neutrality on EU level 

6.1 The EU policies within the national and international dimension 

6.2 Phases of the EU policies on Net Neutrality from 2005 to 2016 

7. Substantiation of the hypotheses and method of analysis 

7.1 Substantiation of the hypotheses 

7.2 Methods design with methods on data collection and analysis 

7.3 Period and material under study 

7.4 Methodological decisions on the ACF components’ analysis 

8. Empirical analysis on Net Neutrality on EU level from 2005 to 2016 

8.1 Mobilization of Supporters 

8.2 The policy subsystem and its actors 

8.3 Belief systems of belief coalitions 

8.4 Policy broker as mediators between belief coalitions and policy positions 

9. Consolidation of the results and testing of the hypotheses 

9.1 External events: mobilization of supporters present and rising 

9.2 Internal events: Changes in the subsystem and in the coalitions 

9.3 Policy oriented learning: Differentiation of topics and conflicts  

9.4 Policy broker: mediators in the policy subsystem 

10. Core findings 

10.1 Theoretical conclusions 

10.2 Critical reflection  

11. Taking stock and looking forward 

Technical annex 

References 

Index of documents (documents, contributions, news articles, reports, legal acts) 

 


